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T0 THE 


' LORDS and COMMONS 
| Ia PARLIAMENT Aſſembled. | 
The Humble Petition of the Common People of England, 


SHEWETH, 


HAT whereas we conceive You laid this Tax of Four Shillings 
| | in the Pound upn Landed Men, to eaſe thoſe of the poorer Sore, 
we are juttly apprehenſive that though chis Impolition does 
_ light immediately upon them , yet it will fall at the next Re- 
: move moſt heavy upon Us : For thoſe being generally the richeit Men in 
© the Nation, who diſperſe their Money by employing all forts of Workmen, 
and Artificers, and by laying it out in Shops ; ( which are the only Liveli- 
hoods of the RONEny of the mearer Subjects; ) they will, when the 
become thus ſtraitned, lay out very little, and many of th:m none at all, 
to ſer us to work in our ſeveral Trades, or to buy our Commoviries : By 
which means, having no other ways of Subſiltence, we ſhal' not be able to 
maintain ottr Families, keep open our Shops, nor, by conſequence, to live. 
And this Apprehenſion of Ours is aggra by this Conſid-ra'ion, 
; That 'tis too well known that very many © Sort of richer Mcn,t 
chrough the Scarcity of Mmey, and Damp of Trade, which. occaſion the / 
| Indigency of the obey do (carce receive halt th-ic Rents, and fone not 
| a quarter of them; and yet they are taxed for their whole Years Revenne, _ 
| though their Incomes be never ſo (mall. Whence, being ſcarce able to buy. 
what is porony neceſſary for their Food, Raiment, and Lodging, they wiil 
not think fit ro lay out one Penny of Money in any Superfluties, or le's re- 
cellary Commodities, ( by which notwithſtanding, and only which, in 
making, and. vend ng them, half of us do live; ) it will neceſſuii'y follow, 
| that nut only all thoſe Artificers, and Shopkeepers, will be utteriy undone ; 
bur thar Molticudes alſo of the pooreſt Sort, who do now live meerly by 
* their voluntary Chority, and Benevolence, will inevitably periſh. We go. 
eh--r fore humbly r: commend it to Your Wiſdoms to find out Frme <fiica- 
cions Means to lupp!y theſe Wants, and avert from the People liich raincws 
Miſchicfs which we foreſee, and in part experience alreauy, ar? com.ng 
upon us, and. likely to overwhelm us. 
, As for all thoſe, who ( we meddle not upon what Principle ) ſhall r:#auſz 
f the Oaths, and are by this A# obliged to pay Eight Shiiliogs in the Pound ; 
we look upon them as on ſo many ruined Men, whence we cannot exp-0t 
one Penny of Gain from them, either by their employing ns, or by.their 
buying our Wares ; And how many thoſe may be we Jo not know, orgy We, 
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are ſure that all is lot ro us which we night otherwiſe expect to ger from 


them, . 

Alſo;. ſince many even of the ticher Sort of Gubi_ns do, upon the Prof. 
pet of riiis Cradl Tax, already caſt abonr mw leave off Houſe-ketping, put 
away Servarts, le ina Room of two, and Board themielves, ſceihg other. 
wile no poſſibility of Subfilting : We do humbly beg of your Wiſdoms to 
conttrive ſome way how theſe ditcarded Servants may live, in rez4d they 
vave no other way to do it but by their ſerving, nor wil] any in choſe Cir. 
cumitarices think ro fit to entertain more $: rvants than they had before ; 
whence, unle({s ſome laudable Courſe be taken for them to ub, tis to 
f-ar-d that the Men-Servants, rather than ſtarve, will turn Rogu 
hl! the High-ways with Robbers, chuſing rather to hazard Hahglng i 
own Countrey, than to Fight for the Confederates in Flanders, wh 
Evxgliſh Soldiers have been fo baſely uſ:d, by ftarving, or ofingDitals ij 
their bad Quarters, or knockt on the Head by thoſe they carne to "yt 
* or elle by being expoſed to be maſſacred by the French, whille the Coe 
derates look on, and refuſe to affiit ro relieve them: And as for the Ma; 

Servants, *is to be feard, teſt, being thus abandoned, they will, rather 
than b g or ftarve, be eaſily r to Lewdneſs ; whichfnuſt tend'in a 
high Mcafure ro the debauching ſome conſiderable part of the Nation, We 
d') al 114mbly conceive, that *is a matter worthy your Conſideration how 
tine H uf'* hat fand-empry when the Gentry are gone to Lodgings can 
enabic re Owners ( many of which have nothing elſe to livg on ) 0 av 
ſuc exceMi.e Tax's tor them, when they make not the feaſt bunefit of 
tim, andaave no Etare elfe to pay them with, nor yet to live themſelves. 
A id rhe Cafe of the Shop- keepers will be no lels deplorable, who muſt pay 
Four Shil ingein Twenty for che worth of their Shop Goods ; and yet malt 
L»te, by tie (traitning <2 richer Sort, as is aboveſaid, for the berter hall 
o” rlivir Ciſtomers, who, by buying rhiem, thould farniſh chem with Mo- 
11 v © p+y thoſe Taxes, and maintain their Families. _ | 
Nor do we doubt bit you will think it b-comes tlie Wiſdom of the Par. 
Tiamenc ro take ſme way to pay the Bankers the Exchequer- Money fo long 
"dur, at Lalit the lntereſt of it fe far behind : The negle:t of which, choagh 
it b- ©:.1-1t chat "ris molt legally due, d-tains many Thouſands in a ſtar. 
vis Con lition. As alfo to find ſome Expedi-znt to relieve the Families of 
t' Merchants, and Enſurers, who are alreidy Bankriq: ; and thoſe many 
0473, who WI] &er long be in the fame tion, by the loſs of rheir 
S/./;- 114 Gacds at Sea, doring the time of this War ; the Wealth, Honour, 
111 "ade of the Nition, and parricular'y of the City of London, fo much 
i .:4;-g 01 the Sufficiency and Credit of the Merchants. Ard laltly, 
t, ch. LG which Thouſtds do receive by Bis Majeſty's Debrs for Stores, 
a1 pon many other Accounts, amounting to Not a few Millions, be ſome 
way lupplicd. All which, ſetting afide rheſe Cruel Taxes, are ſuch heavy 


716.1510 che Subject, that it cannot bur bethonght worthyrlie ligh __ 
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of Flames mince. ade wks them off che Backs of the | 
People, who are now na longer able ta ſupport them. | 
Laſtly, wedq humbl ye yen belt Care, as well for your own ſakes - | 
will became of the Nation if theſp Taxes progeed, and continue ; which, | 
| to yr $xIFeam Gript, your Carriage lets us (22 yay are re(aly'd they (hall. | 
Nq wiſe Man, who knows how tlyngs (tand beeween the French King and\ 
the Canfederstes, and how he every Y car gains upon chem, can think the { | 

War is mare likely co have an end, than itwas the firit or {-card Year af- 
ter it bagan. And how (hall Eegiend, fo exhauſted of Money, and jmpo- j 
veriſhed by. exceſſive Taxes, and want of | rage, be able to ſippore it t | 
Youg ſelves are ſenſible what great D theultes you meet with to rail} Mo» 
ney np the this preſent gw : What in{uperable Qifticuitios muſt 
yau then And co raile what is ſuffic.ent far the next,and the nt x2 10 that,and * | 
ſo forwards ? fore ſeeing and fore caſting are the b-it Alts of Prudence, and | 

' molt necellary for Perions in your Station. All Hiltories inlorm us how 
impoſſible it is ta expect that the Peop'e will ctamely fig till, when they ſhe | 
I themſelves ha'f ruin'd already, and wkely to be to rgrady; and the experts | 

? ence of che Mah at Raterdamy. chaugh they be ina beirer Condrinn chan we, 

| ganfirms it, wha threaten theig Magiltrates in a mutinous Manny, wnlets 

they have cither Peace, or Trade with France, What then can the Conie- 

querge of this be h. re, bue Heart-bupnings againlt the Governme-nc, which 

inſt;ad of promoting the Common Good, deltrays it, and inltcad of ſecuring 

iq them Peage, and P'gny, bas engag 4 chem in anendizls Warang begpers 

them to maintain it ? What can bs expe(tey bur that the generalicy,ot the 

| Complainers, who begin to ſp. ak loud enough in mary places already, 


growing at length univerſally acquajnted with the Houghts of the relt, 
wi'l thence take courage to break out info Open Rebellzow f The Por, en+ 
farc<d by their Neceſſicigs, will fall to plunder the Rich, ard molt cxrcainly 
fall upan your Selves in the firſt place, faking upon You as on MICN wnizras 
to che Truſt the Countrey has repoſed in you, amd impowered you wita ; 
and apprehending that initead of being their Prozectors, ag«init rhe Op+ 
preſlions of the Courr-Party, you are indeed the greateſt Undo-rs, and the 
only Men who bave broughe them to all this Mitery, To which will help 
forward, and. encreaſe their hatred agairit yqu, the Conceir already ſpread .. 
far and near qhraughont the Natiqn, Thac the greatelt pare «f you arg Pow: 
Sooners, and that you. over-vare the rrug Perrigs for. your Moggy ; and io 
ar9 the ſole Cauſe of theſe intolerable Grieyances of the People... Tis-ealie 
then to Ggngeive whay a bacbarops Treaty you 3re like to peceive from gheig 
rude Natures {p tvghly exaſperated, while they, look upon you as merceyary 
Hirelangs of! the wba ſagrifice the commer Good (0 yQUr OWN provere 
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this Scandal of being Penſioners to the Court, and ſelling the Money of En. 
2/and that you may ſhare in the ſpoil, And that you may be able to ſatishe 
the Nation, *tis our Duty to reprefent to you what is ſaid of you ; and 
what occation cis conceived you have given for ſuch a grievous Impuration. 


'Tis alledged thar you have ſcarce pait one Vote thorowly for an, thing 
that eaſes or benefits the People ; bur that in a manner all your Endeavours, _ 


excepting particular Bills, have been emp'oyed to invent new ways how 
to Tax and Burthen them all chat is poſſible. Nay, that You have wav'd 
or thrown out every Bill that wasnot grateful rothe Court, thoughit never 
ſomuch concerrya the Subjefts Good, as, the Regulating Trials in Caſes if 
High Treaſon, That no more of our Money be tranſported out of England, &c, 
Nay, that though it were to ſapply our Soldiers in Flanders with 
Pay, without excher tranſporting our Money thither in ſpecie, or by Bills of 


Exchange, or by ſending our Corn or Fleſh thither, to ſtarve the People this 


dear Year: Yer, tothe great Wonder of all indifferent Men, it was not 
accepred of; which could bear no other Conſtruftion, but that the Canret 
liked it not, becauſe it was againſt the Intereſt of the Durch, who have 
made, and do itil make ſuch a vaſt Gain by our Engliſh Mmey Allo, that 
the Petition of bringing in Unthrown Si/k over Land, did not only ſutfer a 
Rejection, but a Reprimend, though highly beneficial to the Weavers, and 
by conſequence to che Nation, by leſſening the dearneſs of it ; becauſe four 
or tive of Your Members,who monopolize that Trade, and bring ir by Sea, 
w-reagainſt it. Laſtly, We wonder when that happy Day will come, that 
tie Relief of the pry Orphans of the City of London, ſo often talk'd of in 
Your Votes thele two Years and more, will effeftually be taken into Con- 
fwcration. | 


They complain too of your backwardneſs to adviſe the King, though he 


has given you fairoCcaſion to doit; and you may find Abuſes enough, or 
rarher you know them well enough already, to repreſent to him, the Re- 
drels of which would exceedingly pleaſe the Nation, were you not afraid 
that che adviſing a Reformation would diſpleaſe ehe Court, As, that the 
Dwu'ch Counſellors be r: moved, all England being ſenfible that thar crafty 
and in-ereited Narion being our only Competitors in Trade, nothing can 
be more pernicious to the laterelt of England than the Influence they have 
up-nthe King, and conſequently the greateſt part of the Court,” and," *tis 
tear:d, on your ſelves roo, by your eſponſing- the Court- Intereſt; which, to- 
geth-r with ch= av-tlion they all have toour Narion, mak. 8 them odious to 
our Country-men, mn Camp, City, and Country, nay, to many even 1m 
the Court t50. Alto, That tne S-amen have their full Pay, ſufficient Mo- 
ney having been raiſed to pay them: That our Soldi*rs in Flanders be better 
Paid, better Quarcer'd, anJ not ſbarbaro1ly uſed as they have _ 
things b2ng [till carri2d ſo as if ths Engl werethe very Scam ind Rub 

ofall Nations : That in Fig's'at £149 the Ditith may be engagdas well 


as the Englyþ ; not permitted'to ttand itill,” and to their great content look 


on, 
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on, while our Conntry-men are knock'd oil? Head. That the Nation 
baye an Account why, or how the Deſcent, for which they paid ſo dcar, 
came to Mi!Carry ; and what is become of the Arms, Ammunition, and 
Ordnance carried out of the Tower of London to make that Deſcent; and that, 
when that occaſinn is over, it be brought back chicher ; leſt all our Arms, 
after a while, come to be tranſported as well as our Money, which has an 
ill ſignification, and may be apt tocreate Fears, lelt the Project of Conqueſt 
be itill carrying on, though the ewo Books be burne, That an Account be 
given how it happens.that Money was raiſed for 28000 Soldiers to make 
the Deſcent, yct but 12000 went ;z and what is become of the over-plus 
Money. That it be look'd narrowly into, who ferci'*d the infamous Vil 
lain Young, and his Companion out of Newgate, furniſhed their Backs with 
new Cloaths, and filled cheir Pockets with Money ; and why they could nor 
be proſecuted till cowards the ſiting of the Parliament : for if ſuch things 
as theſe be ſtifled, and the Great Men behind the Curtain be left undiſcove- 
red, our very Lives are not ſafe againſt ſuch Contrivances, much lefs the 
Life of ary true Patriot againſt the Court. That our Money be no more 
tranſported, nor our Corn ard Flcſh this dear Year ; agaihſt which Abuſes 
though you made no Proviſion, yet it has much diſguſted the People, that 
in ſeveral places they have murinied upon it, foreſeeing that the Dutch will 
—_—_—— Corn, and after Midſummer, when we are half famiſh'd, bring 
it backPand, as is their Trick, (ell it to us again twice as dear. Laſtly, i: 
ſeems htting you ſhould advile the King, that the Moncy you gave to pro- 
vide Stores ſhould be paid to the Providers of them ; for it's certain they 
begin already to baulk and defraud them afreſh, refuſing to pay them for 
what they have brought in, unlets they bring in more which they intend 
ſhall be lefe unpaid. | 

Again, it is alledged, That though you fic there to ſee the Laws of the 
Land ſitter no detriment, and though you cannot but know how frequere- 
ly, openly and erroneouſly, divers, and even many of them are broken; 
yet, contrary to the manner of your Predeceſfors, you ſuff-r irunconces- 
n-dly, and ſeem) to approve the breaking them by your filence, and ccnri- 
vance. You have ſeen the Subjefts, even the Nobility, nay Peers of ite 
Realm, clapt up in Priſon, and put in the Tower by lilegal Warrants front 
my Lord Nottingham, without any Evidence brought againſt them, then oc 
fince; than which nothing could be more dir<Ctly apainalt rhe Eiberty of tie 
Subject , and yer, though it were bighly complain'd of by the Perlors ag- 
grizved, you thew'd no reſentment againſtche Violator of that Fundamen- 
tal Law, nor ordered any ſatisfaction tobe made to thoſe who were inu- 
red; but initead of that, Pardons are.given to the Infringers of the Law, to 


'encuirage the Courriers to do the fame for the furure, Again, Whereas 
formerly, when any Man was Prefs'd, he. had permiſſion to ſend for bis 


Friends, that fo the Captain might have Information whether the quraliry of 


the Perſon, or his circumſtances, ought to exempt him : Now the People - 
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of all ſorts are Spirited away, AY, on Ship board, their Friends not 
knowing what is become of them ; and amongit the reſt many married Men 
and Houſholders are barb-rouſly feiz-d, and hurried on witheut 
having the Liberty to take a fad Farewel of their Wives and Children, 
who living only by their Labor, ere left to ſtarve : And, which makes it 
yet more lawleſs, they are Preſ&d pretendedly for Sea-Scrvice, bur moſt 
part of them are preli by the Money of our Captairs comeout of Flanders, 
to {urve nnder them at Land, directly againlt our Engliſh Laws, forbidding 
rhar any ſhould b2 preſt for Land Service; and fo, as they were latt Year, 
they are carried from Shipboard into Flanders whether they will oxno ;| not 
111v to ſerveat Lard ina foreign Country, but to fight too for the Inter 

of Foreigners, where they ſhall be badly paid, and uſed like Dogs by the 
verv perſors they come to d-feny. Indeed you gave Order that a Servant 
ot one of your Members (ſhould be fought afts r, and brought back: But,fince 
vou lee by that, that they force away any Subject, withour making any di- 
ttintion, w! y was there not an Order made to regulate the Preſſing, and 
retraining Pref. Maſters fron tach licer tious Villanies, and treating the 
Free-born Eng/yh as it they were ſo many Slaves, fince theLiberty of every 
Erplib Subjzct ougnt to be as dearto you as that of one of your own Ser- 
vants, ard Magna Charta, ſecuring the Liberty of the Subjc&, ovght to 
be as Sacied in your elteem, asis the Privilege ofa Servant Lelengirg to a 
Member of the Henſe of Commons ? Indeed, when the Decd is done, and the 
Preſſing over, we have the comfore to be told in a Gazette, That the re, 
approves m't (nb dings ; Which we will believe, when we have all tho 

who w-re iMegally preit fent back. But how much more wort!.y your Care 
ad it b:en to prevent und reſent it white it was doing, eſp-cially ſince 


the ſame Uſage and che {ime Complaint was made laſt Year,?'It mult be 


Cconfelt roo, that vou may reflect in time what blackeft Infamy it will lay 
1pon yur ſelves ar preſent, ard on gour Peſterity —_— when it can wh 

rrath be (41d now, and will Ler ecord:'d in Fliſt-ry, That thiſe rw'o Parlia- 
ments in four Y ears gave away, to fight for Fereigners, (ard thoſe our great- 
eit Enemies) ſox or ſeven and went) Millions of Engliſh M ney, though te 
Subjelt were dammificd, one way or «ther, ten Miljons beſides; Thze 
they ſuffered great part of this Morey to be rronſp ried ; t''& Lows of the 


i.and to be frequently broben ; the Erg/yh Snlj. ts to be griexded abuſed, _ 


impoveriſhed, and wflaved; the Trade and Intereft of a Foreign Nation, 
our worſt Enemy, to be proemeted, to the bipheu Prep dice of the Trade 
avd Irteref of England : ad yer, eith rout of flaviſh Fear, or ſord;d Lucre, 
they wart d the Courage or the Hineft; to ftand up for the Pe:ple ; no, not 
t en tor their own Liberty or I rivleges ; but pur both their own N cke, 
and the Necks of the Nation, und:'r thy Feet of a Foreign Prince, ard 
made ir -rtir hie F Buſineſs to, Ricne their Countrcy, Thele kind of 
AQ os mee ns fee thatwe are in ette& treated according to the Law 


_ of Conqueſt, though they will tor name ir; ard that we are inje-d 
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Slawey'to the Conre, and that the waf of Sleves ; nay, in ſome regard worſe 


| than thoſe under the Tak; for thry frequently find Redempricn, bur we 


can have wo b-pes any can redeem us, fince your ſelves, who only can, and 
owgbe to do it, our of fear of the Court, do by your connivance refuſe us 
that Dety, and all-w cur Slavery. »b 

Many other Laws yur Wiſdoms mr vena age. that without any ſcrup!e. 
ve contradiftion are br: ken at the arbitrary pleaſure of the Court, which 
it may - become your Wſdems to enquire into, and ſet amended. In the 
mean tme, we humbly beg Pardon if we be highly concerr'd to (ce ſeven 
or eight and twenty Millions given, by your Vetes, out of the Purſe of the 
Nation in leſs than frve years, more than has been raiſed by all the Parlia- 
rents put together this hundred and forty years, ( and ſome Millions more 
loſt co us by the Merchants Ships raken by the French;) and yet ſcarce any 
body paid but Foreigners : And after all this vaſt Expence, nothing hus been 
done with ir, but it's all cfrown away to no purpoſe, our Encmics daily 
gaining ground upon us ; which obliges us to petition Tew for this fatista- 
Ction, That you will p'ea/e to acquaint the Nation how Jong you intend to #:ntinue 
theſe cruel Imprſitions, that we may at once knew our Doem. This unparallelld 
Grievance is alone bei und onr (trergrth co ſupport; but when the wicla- 
tion of our Laws and Liberties breaks. in upon us too, we hope you will ca- 
fily allow our Excuſe, it with all humble Candor we expoſe our fad Con- 
dition, cemp'ain ſenſibly; of it, ard implore your Relief; which we kad 
much rather wiſh by yeur means, than that over-ftrain'd Nature, not able 
tocomain it ſelf any longer, and ating upon the Principle of Self-preſerwa- 
ticn from farving ardſlavery, ſhould Le obliged by Iawleſs Neceſſity to feek 
irs oun Redrefs, and force its way to its own Freedom, and the [tCurirg its 
own Livelihood ard Life. | 

You know that far leſs Grievarces than thoſe we already feel, (rct to 
ſpe. k of thoſe many more we are like to ſutter, compar'd to which the 
Ship m:ney, Which bred (:ch Combuſtions, was but a Fes biting) Favs for- 
merly incited Par/iaments ((ealous of the wronging the Commun Gord) ro 
Riſ: agarnit, Pethrone, and even barbarouſly to put ro death their lawfil 1's: 
reditary King, ard tO Abdicate King James, though what we ſiitered vree r 
H:m, who never required any | axcs cf usatail, was far ſhozt of our pre/enr 
preſurer. We are ler from wiſhing to tianiport You into any fich txtrave- 
gam Ref mintss only it an wes, every or? to ſeeYou, our Pattiots and 
Guartiians, '(ma'tegethicr inferfible of cur preſent Hardjuips and impending 
Kine ; bur hit, regardlets of us, you Urive on furicuily when the Conrs 
commands, though you ren ws; 7 wr/jelves, and the while Naticn 1tO wna- 
vidable and ineceueratle Þrecipices. 

ihe Sym of our prefert moit | umble Petition is this : That you would 
pleaſe, by vour contrary Proceedings; to tzke Order that the Scandal of a 
very great part of tle Nation may be remo\'d. ard the A'perfion wip'd ct 


that the Court carri-s «nl ſrwitps all befive it, Loth Afenry, 7 aws, Tropimy, 
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ard Liberty of the Subje&t, Intereſt of the Nation, and even the Parliament it 
ſelf ; and that, through your Connivance and Co-operation, they have 
lefr us nothing ſafe from being ſacriticed to them, bur our Religion, a thing 
which they are nor over-fond of the m{elves. Wherce the People begin to 
apprehend that they are under a ſtate of an Arbitrary Power already ; not 
under a King alone, for That might receive ſome check from a Parliamente 
itanding vp ſtifly for our Laws ; but (wh-ch is incomparably worſe) under 
the Aſonarchical, Ariftecratical, and Democratical parts of our Government, 
that is, by King, L rds, and H.uſe of Commons, Conlpiring to their Ruine. Of 
which Three, notwithſfanding, only the Monarch is Abiolute and Unli- 
mited, nor by our National Conſtitution, but by the perfect Complying 
and Subſerviency of the other Two to the Courr Pariy ; and their giving 
up, and reſolving the Power they have i. ro the Other : Which yet we 
won!d hope, from your burning the two Boks, deſigned by rhe Court, 
to ſet up the Title of Conque#f, You do not ſceingly ard purpolely intend; 
bur thar You are inſenſibly 1:d on by a kind of Complacercy for the Court 


. to admit its equivalent ; whi'e in all Things, and on all Occaſions [| your 


i-Ives belt know upon what Motive] you ſecond and ſubmit ro the Hl 
and Pleaſure of the Supreme Magiſtrate, and He to the Advice of Dutch 
Corncellers, England's Greateſt and Subtileſt Enemies. | 


He ſhall daily pray, That the Great Giver of all true Wiſdom may 
inſpire you with ſuch Counſels, as may grove this poor King- 
dom eccaſion to love and magniſie you as their beſt Friends, their 
Fa/ers and Deliverers ; and not p repine at you, and hate 
as the Betrayers of your Truit, thyir greateſt Enemies, and mf 
cruel Oppreſſors. 
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